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Celebrating  

60 Years  
of Porta Phone 

headset systems
Porta Phone is celebrating its 60th 

anniversary in 2021 -- a remarkable 
feat for a company that has always 

specialized in making simple, affordable, 
cutting edge communication systems for 
coaches. While the headset technology 

has evolved over the years to digital 
wireless systems, the one thing that 

hasn’t changed is Porta Phone’s ability  
to provide the outstanding service  

that football coaches need.
 

BY DAN GUTTENPLAN

What was it like growing up as the son of a football coach  
and innovator?

“It was certainly a lot of fun and we were learning about the 
football industry growing up. I can remember my dad would often 
take a pill that was used to keep people from getting seasick the night 
before big games just to help him sleep. We didn’t even realize it back 
then, but there was tremendous pressure on him to win just as there 
is for coaches today. That helped shape this company. Being on the 
bus and the sidelines with Dad’s teams as kids, my brother Paul and 
I got to experience the emotions of the game early on. Now, when it 
comes time to service our coaches, we have an appreciation for the 
obstacles they have to overcome.” 

The pandemic’s impact on the economy underscores how 
impressive of a feat it is to keep a company in business for 
60 years. What has been the key for Porta Phone?

“Paul and I started exhibiting at Kellogg’s Coach of the Year 
Clinics in the 1970’s. We met coaches back then -- some of whom 
are still Porta Phone customers today. It’s a legacy, and we’ve 
passed on Coach Hooper’s commitment to excellence to the 
folks who now work with us here every day. Porta Phone has 
withstood the test of time, and ultimately my dad gets the credit 
because he taught us how to treat coaches. Paul and I also 
played football, and that’s added to the appreciation of what 
coaches need. Outstanding personal service has and always 
will be a cornerstone of the Porta Phone Company.” 

What does the future hold for Porta Phone?
“We’ve been doing this full-time for over 40 years. 

Paul, like my dad, has a gift for innovation and his 
product developments will continue to steer Porta 
Phone forward. My dad just celebrated his 94th 
birthday; we’re very fortunate to have learned a lot 

from him. It has been extremely rewarding to have 
been able to work together as a family. We’re so thankful 

to all the coaches that have put their trust in us along the 
way. Everyone at Porta Phone takes tremendous pride knowing 

that the equipment we supply is on the sidelines with them, and this 
is what keeps us all focused on the future.”

J
ohn Hooper Sr. started Porta Phone in 1961 when he was head coach at Upsala College  
in New Jersey. As a former scout for Colgate University, Hooper had previ-
ously authored “The Football Scouter”, a widely used booklet that scouts 
used to record opponents’ tendencies. Recognizing the need for trustworthy 

technology for in-game communication in his new post at Upsala, Hooper created 
his own set of wired sideline telephones. He later offered the product to coaches 

as a package with “The Football Scouter”. Hooper Sr. kept his sons, John Jr. and 
Paul, close to the Upsala football program -- and the Porta Phone operation. 

When it came time for John Jr. and Paul to take over leadership roles at Porta 
Phone, they had an appreciation for the challenges football coaches face and 

the importance of providing personalized customer service.
John Hooper Jr. joined FNF Coaches to reflect on Porta Phone’s 60 years.
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■■ John Hooper was an 
outstanding athlete

■■ At Colgate Hooper publishes 
the Football Scouter

■■ Hooper - young coach 
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